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serve, and honor him; and, desiring to be promptly
instructed, they ask us to teach them the Catechism
every day; but, as I have said, their occupations and
amusements do not permit that.

[10] Moreover, the harmony of all points of Chris-
tian Doctrine pleases them wonderfully; ‘‘For,” they
say, ‘‘ you always speak connectedly, and consistent-
ly with what you have said; you never wander off,
you never speak save to the purpose; we, on the con-
trary, speak heedlessly, not knowing what we say.”’
It is a characteristic of falsehood to embarrass itself
in a multitude of contradictions.

The evil is, they are so attached to their old cus-
toms that, knowing the beauty of truth, they are
content to approve it without embracing it. Their
usual reply is, onzondechouten, ‘‘ Such is the custom
of our country.”” We have fought this excuse and
have taken it from their mouths, but not yet from
their hearts; our Lord will do that when it shall
please him.

Thus, then, we deal with the Old Men. As the
women and children caused us much trouble, we
have hit upon this plan, which succeeds fairly well.
Father Antoine Daniel and the other Fathers go
every day through the Cabins, teaching the children,
whether baptized or not, Christian doctrine,—name-
ly, the sign of the Cross, [11] the Pater, the Ave, the
Credo, the Commandments of God, the Prayer to the
Guardian Angel, and other brief prayers, all in their
own tongue, because these Peoples have a natural
inaptitude for learning any other.

On Sundays, we assemble all these young people
twice in our Cabin, which serves as a Chapel. In
the morning we get them to assist at Mass, even



